The regulation and consequences of immune-mediated cell death in atheromatous diseases.
Atheromatous diseases are lipid and cell-rich vascular disorders that include coronary artery disease (CAD), transplant vascular disease (TVD), and restenosis. Considering the inflammatory nature of these diseases, cytotoxic immune mechanisms such as the FasL and granzyme/perforin pathways most likely play important roles in the development and remodeling of many lesions. Furthermore, although the contributions of immune responses to each disease vary, the correspondent localization of certain mediators and effectors suggests that they may contribute to a spectrum of atheromatous diseases. In this review, the contribution of immune cell-mediated cell death in the onset and pathogenesis of CAD and TVD is examined.